Conqress of the United States

Washington, BE 20510

May 1, 2024
The Honorable Harold Rogers The Honorable Matt Cartwright
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies Science, and Related Agencies
H-310 H-310
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Rogers and Ranking Member Cartwright:

As you work to develop the Fiscal Year 2025 Commerce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies
appropriations bill, we write to ask for your continued support and increased funding for the
Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP) program to $275 million.

The MEP program is the only nationwide network of public-private partnerships that provide
technology-based services to small- and medium-sized manufacturers (SMMs), which they use
to create good-paying manufacturing jobs. The MEP centers enable manufacturers to compete
globally by providing access to critical information, training, and technologies that improve
efficiency, productivity, and profitability.

MEDP delivers a high return on investment to taxpayers. The Upjohn Institute for Employment
Research conducted a study of MEP in 2022 and found that the program generates a 18.1:1
return on investment. According to an annual survey conducted by an independent firm, MEP
clients reported $16.2 billion new and retained sales and the creation or retention of 107,168 jobs
in Fiscal Year 2023. Considering that the average U.S. manufacturing worker earns more than
$98.846 in wages and benefits per year, MEP clients are economic drivers in their communities.
MERP clients are also increasing their capacity for the production of goods. MEP clients reported
$4.8 billion in new investments directly attributed to their work with MEP.

The MEP program’s well-documented impact is substantial. Since 1988, MEP clients reported
over 1.6 million jobs created and retained. Each of these jobs creates 4.8 full-time additional
jobs, totaling more than 7.6 million additional jobs in local communities. The total job impact of
the MEP Program generates significant local, state and federal tax revenues.

An increase in funding will allow the program to increase the number of manufacturers receiving

MERP services through the expanded authorization in the recently enacted CHIPS and Science
Act. Specifically, MEP will provide additional services to more companies within critical supply
chains, such as automotive, aerospace, and priority defense sectors that support the growth and
technological advancement of our military; develop and deploy new services in key areas such as
cyber security, 3-D printing, Industry 4.0, flexible materials, broadband technology, and
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supplychain optimization; and re-double efforts to assist US manufacturers with re-shoring,
manufacturing repatriation, and creating domestic supply-chains.

The MEP continues to be a cost-effective, job-creating investment that boosts American
manufacturing and competitiveness. We respectfully request that you provide $275 million in
funding for the MEP center network in Fiscal Year 2025.

Sincerely,
James P. McGovern Mike Kelly
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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André Carson Jal4na Hayes NicolMalliotakis
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Brian F1tzpatr1ck Sfephen F. Lyn'ch Debbie Dingell

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Danny K. Javis
Member of Congress
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Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress
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Sharice T Davids

Member of Congress

Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress
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Nikema Williams
Member of Congress
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Rick Larsen
Member of Congress
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Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress
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Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress
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Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress
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William R. Keating
Member of Congress
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Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress
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Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

Jﬂf Tokuda
Member of Congress

Jenniffer Gonzélez-Colon
Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress
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Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Member of Congress
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Syfvia R. Garc1a
Member of Congress
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Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress
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Andy Kim
Member of Congress
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Donald Norcross
Member of Congress
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}dnmylPanetta

Member of Congress
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Gabe Amo
Member of Congress
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Glenn "GT" Thompson
Member of Congress
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Lori Trahan
Member of Congress
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Thomas H. Kean, Jr. )
Member of Congress

Colin Z. Allred
Member of Congress
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Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Daniel T. Kildee
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress
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Richard E. Neal
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress
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Mikie Sherrill
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress
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Ratl M. Grijalva
Member of Congress
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Marie Gluesenkddip Perez
Member of Congress
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Suzat K. DelBene
Member of Congress
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Eric Sorchsen
Member of Congress

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress
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Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress
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Adam B. Schiff
Member of Congress
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Robin L. Kelly L/
ember of Congress
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Yared Golden
Member of Congress

Jefferson Van Drew
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Katie Porter Jos Gottheimer Seth Moulton
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Mike Bost Magazme Naj:s\lerishn moorthi
Member of Congress mber of Congress Member of Congress
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Chris Pappas Abigéil Davis Spanberger Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

AWk PR . /4& £ % Hike 4 ﬁﬂ

Michael R. Turner Chris Deluzio Nicholas A. Langworthy
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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David Scott Rashida Tlaib Darin LaHood
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Bill Foster Gwen S. Moore Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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{éhn P. Sarbanes Randy Feenstra Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Steve Cohen Lizzie Fletcher Brad Finstad
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
Lisa Blunt Rochester Paul D. Tonko Dan Meuser
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

Dusty Johnson mes Al Himes Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress Memerlof Congress Member of Congress
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trold Nadler

Member of Congress

Hillary?. Scholten
Member of Congress
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Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress
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Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress

Summer Lee
Member of Congress

Bill Posey

Member of Congress
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Kim Schrler M.D.
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress
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Marc A. Vegasey) -
Member of Congress
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Marcus J. Molinaro
Member of Congress
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Joe Wilson
Member of Congress

Laurel M. Lee
Member of Congress

John Joyce, M.D.
Member of Congress

Shej Cherﬁluu;-McCormick
Memberof Congress



Page 9

Gt Z bl Cate

Earl L. "Buddy" Carter Jare
Member of Congress
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Vern Buchanan Michael Waltz Wiley el
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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er of Congress Member of Congress
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Donald G. Davis Alma S. Adams, Ph.D. Lucy McBath
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Ruben Gallego Marilyn Strickland Gus M. Bilirakis
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress




